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Dome Cross
(For the History of the Iveria Holy Virgin Mary Icon Temple at Makhata Mount)
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Abstract. A cross is one of the oldest symbols that can be found in many religions and cultures. Connected to
the crucifixion of Jesus on Golgotha, a cross was established as the main symbol of Christianity in the IV century.

The theme of a cross had the biggest influence on forming the structure of the design and spatial organization
in Georgian architecture. At the same time, images of crosses in various forms have become necessary elements of
facade and interior decorations of Christian buildings. A cross on a dome is a sign of completing a church,
symbolically adorning it with a heavenly crown, and it is an independent creative and constructional element.

When building a new Christian church, together with creating distinctiveness of its architecture, particular
attention is paid to the decoration of a dome cross. The cross on the Iveria Virgin Mary Icon Temple at Makhata
Mount in Tbilisi has a novel styling and constructional decision. It is also the heaviest among the crosses mounted
on the churches of Georgia. With its decoration, originality and refined proportions, it is distinguished among

other crosses on domes.
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KymonbHsIit kpecT

(x ucropuu nepksu umenu Vxons: Misepckoit Boxseit Matepu Ha rope Maxara)
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Amnnoramua. Kpecr, ogun us gpeBHEAINX CHMBOJIOB BO MHOTHX PEJIUTUAX U KyAbTypax. Kak riaBHsrii cuMBox
XPHUCTHAHCTBA, OH JaTHpPyeTca 4-M BEKOM M CBf3aH C pacuarueM Xpucra Ha ['onrode.

B rpysuHCKO#f apXUTeKType TeMa KpecTa OKa3aja GoJIblloe BIUAHNE Ha COPMUPOBAHIE CTPYKTYPHI XpaMa. B To
e BpeMs, N300paKeHUA KPeCTOB CTAHOBATCA 00A3aTeIbHBIM DJIeMEHTOM (acaia U BHYTPEHHETO YOPaHCTBA KYJIb-
TOBBIX 3ZaHUi. Bosibloe 3HaYeHMe MMeeT KpecT M Ha KyIOJIe XpaMa, KOTOpOe fABJIAeTCA IPU3HAKOM JOCTPOHKU
3LAaHUS, CUMBOJIMUYECKH SABJISIETCI ero HeGeCHOH KOPOHOH M NpeACTaBiIseT CO0OM CaMOCTOSTEIBHBIN XyZOXKeCT-
BEHHO-CTPYKTYPHBIH 3JIEMEHT.

IIpu crpouTensCTBE KKIOrO HOBOTO XPHUCTHAHCKOTO XpaMa, HAapsSAy C €r0 apXWUTeKTYPHOH CaMOGBITHOCTHIO,
ocoboe BHUMAaHHE yIeIfeTcsS XyAOXKeCTBEHHOMY O(hOPMJIEHHIO KpecTa, KOTOPHIH Oy[eT BO3ZBUTHYT Ha KYIIOJe.
Kpect cobopa uxonst VBepckoit boxseit Matepu Ha rope MaxaTta BbIA€II€TCA CPeSU BCeX APYTHX KYIIOJIBHBIX

KpeCTOB CBOHM XY OXKE€CTBEHHBIM ,ZLPIBaﬁHOM, OPUTIMHAJIBHOCTBIO ¥ N3BICKAHHBIMH IIPOIIOPUUAMMU.

KirioueBbie CI0Ba: KpecT; KpbIla; KYIIOJL; JIaTyHb; XpaM.
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