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The Altar of the Iveria Holy Virgin Mary Icon Temple at Makhata Mount and its painting
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Abstract. An altar has a special place in the Christian church. It represents heaven. Even its smallest archi-
tectural forms, such as the Lord’s table, an iconostasis, the Holy Doors, and others, have the biggest spiritual
meaning. The article concerns the altar of the Iveria Holy Virgin Mary Icon Temple at Makhata Mount, its
architectural and decorative decisions, which is one of the most distinguished in Georgia by its styling.

The Lord’s table of the church is made in a whole stone slab and it is the biggest among those existing in the
churches of Georgia. Its supporting part is made in the Roman style, the similarity of which cannot be found in
other churches of Georgia. The Lord’s table gets a particularly rich expression by the carved and gold-plated Virgin
Mary’s prayer on its side. The specific decoration of the Royal Doors with a traditional form also attracts attention.
Artisan used different approaches when decorating the door from the sides of the altar and interior.

In the end, we should mention a particularly high level of decoration of the altar’s architectural forms in the

Iveria Holy Virgin Mary Icon Temple demonstrating advanced practice of stone and wood carving in Georgia.

Key words: Altar; iconostasis; Lord’s table; marble; mosaic; ornament; Royal Doors.
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AnTaps nepksu umeHu UKoHsI MiBepckoit boxseit MaTepu Ha rope Maxara u ee

XyA0XKeCTBeHHOe oopMIIeHre

Wpaxmmit KBapas JlemapTaMeHT TEeXHOJIOTMM TPAXAAHCKOTO M IPOMBIIIIEHHOTO CTPOMTENBCTBA U
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Periensentsr:
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AnnoTamusa. Antape 3aHMMaeT 0co60e MeCTO B XPHUCTHAaHCKOM Xpame. DTO TpUMep HeGeCHOTO MWpa, pad.
Boxpmoe nyxoBHOe 3HaUeHHeE UMEIOT MaJble apXUTEKTYpHBbIe (POPMBIL: IIPECTOJI, UKOHOCTAC, LIApCKUe BpaTa U T. 1. B
CTaTbe pacCMaTpUBAeTCA aAPXUTEKTYPHO-XyZO)KeCTBEHHOe peIleHHe ajlTaps XpaMa MKOHBI Bepckoit Boxweit
Matepu Haxopgmelica Ha rope MaxaTa M ee OTJeJbHBIX 3JIeMEHTOB, KOTOpasd fABJIgeTCd OJHONH M3 CaMbIX
BBIIAIOIIUXCA B I'Py3uu ¢ TOYKM 3peHUA XyL0KeCTBEHHOIO OPOPMIIEHUA.

OCHOBHOI1 IIPeCcTOJI XpaMa BbIIOTHEH U3 1IeIbHON KaMeHHOM IJINTHL U SBJIAETCS CaMOM GOJIBIION IT0 CPaBHEHUIO
C IpyTHUMM CYIeCTBYIOIIMMHU IIpecToJlaMM TPy3MHCKHX XpaMoB. Fro ocHoBaHue cJelaHO B PHMCKOM CTHIIe,
KOTOpOTO HeT B pyrux xpamax ['pysuu. [Ipecrosry maeT 0cOGEHHO POCKOIIHBIN BUJ, BbICEUeHHAs Ha HEM MOJIKTBA
Boropozuiis!, IOKpPhITAs 30JI0THIMY JIMCTAaMU. BHUMaHMe pUBIeKaeT TpaguioHHas GopMa MKOHOCTaca U OCOOBIH
JeKOp LIAaPCKUX BpaT. Macrep IO pasHOMY IOAXOAUT K XyOKECTBEHHOMY pelleHUI0 0(pOpPMJIeHUS LIAPCKUX BPaT CO
CTOPOHBI HHTEpbepa 1 CO CTOPOHBI aJITaps.

B 3axigioueHMH HeOGXOZUMO INOSYEPKHYTh OCOGEHHO BBICOKUI ypPOBEHB MAaCT€pPCTBA MCIIOMHEHUA [eKopa
apXUTEKTYPHBIX (QOPM LiepKBU MMeHU HKOHBI VBepckoil boxweit Matepu, 4TO CBUZAETETBCTBYET O BBICOKOI

KyJIBType pe3bOsI IT0 KaMHIO U II0 AepeBy B I'pysun.
KitoueBbie CI0Ba: anTapb; MKOHOCTAC; MO3aMKa; MPaMOD; OPHAMEHT; IPECTOJT; [IAPCKHE BpaTa.
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