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Comparative Study of Changes in Methanol Content During Aging of Wine Spirits in Grape
Pulp and Oak Barrels
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Abstract. There is studied the dynamics of methanol content in wine and wine distillate during white grape
processing via European (grape juice fermentation), Imeretian (grape juice fermentation on the must 5%) and
Kakhetian (fermentation of the whole must) methods. It is found that the best quality wine is obtained in case of
grape processing by Imeretian method. To obtain high quality wine distillate the grape should as well be processed
by Imeretian method. It has been established that the methanol content in wine and wine distillates is not in a
correlational relation with the quality of the distillate.

During the must maturation in the oak, the quality of the wine obtained from it grows steadily in all types of wine
materials. All the three - European, Imeretian and Kakhetian types of wines should be distilled as soon as their
fermentation is over, without their further maturation on the must. The highest quality wine is obtained via Imeretian
technique of processing. During maturation of both Imeretian and Kakhetian type wine distillates in oak barrel there

is obtained higher quality wine distillate compared to the cognac wine (grape juice fermented without the must).
Keywords: Distillate; Maturation; Methanol; Oak barrel.
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