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Abstract. Alongside the intensified geopolitical shifts resulting from the Russia-Ukraine war, the international
balance of power has undergone significant changes, accompanied by the formation of new regional alliances and
strategic directions. In this context, China’s role in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has intensified
significantly and is increasingly resembling a structural alternative to Western influence and policies. This study
analyzes the mechanisms and strategic approaches through which China is strengthening its influence in the region.
Particular attention is given to instruments of multilateralism, economic integration, and soft power policies,
manifested through platforms such as the One Belt and One Road Initiative (BRI), the expansion of BRICS, and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO).

The article also examines China’s mediatory role in regional conflicts during negotiation processes. These cases
exactly reflect China’s aspiration to establish itself as a globally responsible power, prepared to act as a diplomatic
arbiter for the reinforcement of regional stability.

The thesis research is China’s activation in the MENA region transcends purely economic objectives and is based
on a long-term geostrategic vision — to establish a multipolar world order based on equality, sovereignty, and close
international cooperation.

Keywords: BRICS; China's Geopolitics; Middle East; North Africa; One Belt and One Road Initiative (BRI).
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO); Soft Power; Strategic Competition.
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