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Abstract. Georgia’s aspiration toward Europe has been the century-old dream of its people. However, integration
into European and Euro-Atlantic structures cannot be achieved without strengthening state institutions, which is
one of the essential conditions for democratic governance. Democracy is a form of government where the primary

actor is the people. Therefore, the foremost social obligation of the government is to ensure the well-being of the
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population and make key decisions based on consensus with the people—decisions that have a positive impact on
improving their living conditions. In countries with high democratic standards, this is not an issue, but in transitional
democracies like Georgia, it is evident that, in many cases, decisions are made by the government despite public
opposition. This undoubtedly undermines the fundamental goal of democracy—"decisions should be made in
agreement with and together with the population."

It should be noted that one of the defining factors of democratic governance in a country is the quality of fair
elections, which must align with international standards for elections, specifically the principles of transparency,
fairness, and universality. Undoubtedly, over the years and under different governments, the formats and
mechanisms for conducting elections, as well as electoral legislation, have changed. However, the outcome has
remained the same—the level of trust in the electoral administration among voters has not increased. It is important
to highlight the legal and factual reality that the activities of the Central Election Commission are still far from
meeting internationally recognized standards, which Georgia is obligated to comply with under the Association
Agreement with the European Union. Meanwhile, out of the nine recommendations developed by the European
Commission for granting Georgia candidate status, the fourth recommendation specifically emphasizes the "ensuring

of a free, fair, and competitive electoral process."

Keywords: Citizens; Candidate status; Democracy; Elections; European Union; Transparency; Electronic

elections; State.
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